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Current Thematic Working Groups  

 Assessment of key competences 

– Broadening assessment to support also cross-

curricular competences 

 Teacher Education 

– Teachers’ competences; attracting and selecting the 

best candidates; teacher educators; quality of 

continuing professional development 

 Maths and Science  

– Tackling low performance 

 Outputs: reports, policy handbooks 
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Policy Handbooks  

 

 Induction of beginning teachers (2010) 

 Early Language Learning (2011) 

 Assessment of Key Competences (2012) 

 Raising low achievement in maths and science 

(2012) 
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High Level Group on Literacy 

 

 Translates research, lessons learned from projects etc 

into policy recommendations 

 Experts from all levels of education, chaired by HRH 

Princess Laurentien. Members cover: DE, FI, FR, GR, 

HU, NL, PT, SW, FI, FR, UK 

 Report to be presented at a conference in September 

2012 under Cypriot Presidency 
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Early childhood 
education and 

care 

Second chance 

opportunities 

Re-entering 

mainstream 

education 

Comprehensive 

support 

Measures at 
school level 

Measures at level 
of 

education/training 
system 

Student focused 
measures 

Council Recommendation on 
reducing early school leaving 
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Developments 2000 - 2010 
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Limited progress 

Clear progress despite  
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High but falling 

Low and stable rates of 
ESL 



7 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Early childhood education and care

Prolongation of compulsory education

Anti-segregation measures and support for

disadvantaged schools

Support for children w ith different mother tongue

Involvement of parents 

Flexibility and permeability of pathw ays

Improving VET

Link education and business

School development

Early w arning systems

Netw orking w ith parents and local communityTeacher education

Extra-curricular activities

Mentoring, tutoring, individual educational support

Individualised learning approaches

Guidance and counselling

Financial support for pupils

2nd chance education

Reintegration into mainstream education

Recognition and validation of prior learning

Targeted individual support

Measures to reduce ESL 
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 Regular exchange within the Education Council 

and DG Schools 

 Thematic Working Group on Early School 

Leaving (OMC) 

 Conference on ESL in Spring 2012 

 Ad-hoc meetings and peer reviews 

 Targeted use of EU funding 

 Research and experimentation 

Next steps 
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Early Childhood Education and Care - ECEC 
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Early Childhood Education and Care 

 

Communication in February 2011 

 - analyses current situation 

 - proposes cooperation to focus on access; efficient 

funding; curriculum, staff and governance.  

 

Council Conclusions May 2011 

– Invite MSs to engage in policy cooperation, invest in 

ECEC, reinforce quality and equitable access 

– Invite the Commission facilitate and conduct more 

research, monitor and report on progress 
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Teacher and school leaders – current and 
future focus 

 

 Teachers’ competences 

 Attracting and selecting the best candidates 
into teaching  

 Selection and professional development of 
Teacher Educators 

 Quality in continuing professional 
development 

 


